Minutes
Special Called Meeting
Aberdeen Town Board

October 27, 2011 Robert N. Page Municipal Building
Thursday, 5:30 p.m. Aberdeen, North Carolina

The Aberdeen Town Board met on Thursday, October 27, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. for a
Special Called Meeting to discuss the Comprehensive Transportation Plan and for a Closed
Session. Members present were Mayor Elizabeth B. Mofield, Mayor Pro-tem Robbie Farrell,
and Commissioners Pat Ann McMurray, Alan Parker, and Walter Wright. Commissioner Jim
Thomas was not in attendance for the meeting. Staff members in attendance were Town
Manager Bill Zell, Town Clerk Regina Rosy, Planning Director Kathy Liles, and Senior Planner
Pam Graham. Reporter for the Pilot Ted Natt and Southern Pines Council Member David
McNeill were also in attendance for the meeting.

Mayor Mofield called the Special Called Meeting to order.

Planning Director Liles stated staff has been busy preparing for the charette event
scheduled for Tuesday, November 1, 2011 at the Aberdeen Recreation Station. Planning
Director Liles asked if all Board members are planning to attend at least one of the charette
events the upcoming week. The Board members all stated they would be at the charette
event at the Aberdeen Recreation Station on November 1, 2011. Planning Director Liles
stated what she would like to first discuss is what the current problems are in the current
Highway 1 Corridor, before focusing on how to put a line on a map.

Senior Planner Pam Graham stated the Wilbur Smith study showed on US Highway 1
daily volumes are expected to reach 57,000 vehicles per day by 2035 (between Southern
Pines and Aberdeen), current facility will be unable to handle this traffic, and the existing
facility will need to be updated to a freeway or bypass to accommodate this increase in
traffic. Senior Planner Graham stated this appears to be the emphasis for why we are all
here and having these conversations.

Senior Planner Graham stated this study seems to determine where we will be in
2035. Senior Planner Graham stated Horse Country is very involved in this process. Senior
Planner Graham stated it is very important for Aberdeen’s voice to be heard in this process.

Planning Director Liles stated DOT’s long-term objective seems to be to achieve a
strategic highway corridor. Planning Director Liles stated one idea may be for the strategic
corridor to track up the 73/74 Highway instead, so that conflict points in Aberdeen would
not be an issue. Planning Director Liles stated by putting a strategic corridor through
Aberdeen, it will eliminate Aberdeen as we know it. Planning Director Liles showed the
Board pedestrian crash sites on US Highway 1.



Senior Planner Graham stated congested areas along US Highway 1 are Johnson
Street, Forest Hills ingress/egress, Aberdeen Elementary School at peak hours, railroad
crossing at specific times, and 15/501 interchange. Planning Director Liles stated she thinks
there are solutions that can be developed to address these issues if the Town is not having
to consider a freeway status on US Highway 1. The Board members added other areas of
congestion: the Highway 5/Roseland Road area where Shepherd’s Ridge is located and the
area on US Highway 1 by Saunders Blvd. and Murray Hill Road. Mayor Mofield stated it
would make sense to divert traffic to 1-95, rather than turning US Highway 1 into a freeway.

Planning Director Liles stated the growth rate from 1990 to 2000 was 26%, and the
growth rate from 2000 to 2010 was 86.6%. Planning Director Liles stated Aberdeen is not in
a housing slump right now. Planning Director Liles stated there is an additional revenue
estimate of $60,000 in building permits due to the growth expected in Aberdeen. Planning
Director Liles stated 2 out of 3 of these building permits are going to military families, due
to BRAC. Planning Director Liles stated the other area to think about is the change in
demographics. Planning Director Liles stated 18% of Aberdeen’s population is age 65 and
over, which is 5% more than the NC average, and that trend is expected to increase
dramatically over the upcoming years. Planning Director Liles stated the other trend is
towards a single family household, and marriages will be in the minority. Planning Director
Liles summarized that in the future we will see smaller homes, more multi-family homes,
and a housing market driven towards this trend over the next several years.

Planning Director Liles stated with all of the compiled data, we have to have
transportation improvements in the US Highway 1 Corridor and towards the south as we
continue to grow.

Planning Director Liles stated the 2007 retail sales per capita are $51,852 in
Aberdeen, and $34,000 is the average median household income in Aberdeen. Planning
Director Liles stated what these numbers tell us, is that there are a lot other people coming
to the Aberdeen area and spending money, besides the Aberdeen residents. Senior Planner
Graham stated Planning Director Liles has done the research and even though an origin
destination study has not been done, the sales figures show that most traffic seems to be
local traffic, and a bypass will not necessarily alleviate the traffic problems on US Highway
1.

Planning Director Liles stated there are certain “no go” areas due to historical
districts, red cockaded woodpeckers designated area, and Title VI communities which have
very strong federal protection.

Mayor Pro-tem Farrell questioned the need for creating another corridor in between
two other corridors that already exist. Commissioner Wright asked Planning Director Liles if
DOT has already decided to do this project. Planning Director Liles stated it could be 15-25
years out before funding is available for this project.



Planning Director Liles stated her thinking is that all scenarios have to be looked at,
since there is no origin destination study. Planning Director Liles stated we may still need a
corridor on the map reserved for the future, in the event 30 years from now we need to do
something different.

Planning Director Liles stated her suggestion would be to first consider if a bypass is
required, where should it go. Planning Director Liles stated the other option is to figure out
how to divert traffic from US Highway 1 if a bypass is not required. Mayor Mofield asked
how we could make US Highway 1 safer with the existing road. Planning Director Liles
stated one consideration would be an east/west overpass. Planning Director Liles stated
you just have to be careful because of the residential neighborhoods.

Mayor Mofield asked how you determine who is local traffic. Planning Director Liles
stated modeling land usage is a good way to do an origin destination study. Planning
Director Liles stated at this time no one knows how DOT is going to do the origin
destination study. Planning Director Liles stated without the origin destination study done
first, it’s hard to know what the future target may be.

Commissioner Parker stated he and Mayor Pro-tem Farrell would like to see the one
page document on DOT’s website to explain what their purpose is in creating a strategic
corridor on US Highway 1. Senior Planner Graham obtained the page for them and made
copies for each Board member.

Mayor Mofield stated she would suggest working on the rail area on Sycamore St. to
help with the railroad issue on US Highway 1.

Commissioner McMurray stated the widening of Highway 5 is off the table, because
the road is too close to the railroad tracks, and there is not enough room to widen the
Highway. Commissioner McMurray stated a lot of people are using Poplar Street to travel
on.

Mayor Mofield suggested asking to extend the railroad track, and use ideas of
15/501 intersection with a diamond interchange that Planning Director Liles suggested.

Manager Zell asked the Board what they thought about connecting Poplar St. with
Broad St. The Board expressed interest in making that connection. Planning Director Liles
stated she and Senior Planner Graham would spend some time looking at a possibility
through the military base in order to avoid horse country. Planning Director Liles stated the
problem with drawing that line is that area is very wet and it will be hard to build through
that area.

Senior Planner Graham drew the line on the map making the connection, which the
Board members were all in agreement with. Senior Planner Graham stated an alliance with
another group could be very helpful. Mayor Mofield stated she would like to accolade



Senior Planner Graham and Planning Director Liles for their work on the presentation
tonight, and she stated it was very well presented.

Planning Director Liles stated at the charette events, tables will be set up with
estimated cost for construction, and participants will receive strings. The facilitator will not
influence where strings go on the map. Planning Director Liles stated six people will be at
each table. Planning Director Liles stated Board members will be at the charette event as
informed citizens, not as Board members. Planning Director Liles stated she will prepare
maps for the Board members prior to the charette event next Tuesday evening, so that they
will have something to reference during the event.

Planning Director Liles asked if the Board would be in favor of staff writing a letter to
Secretary Conti regarding this issue and ask for this item to be tabled until after an origin
destination study is completed. The Board all was in agreement for staff to send the letter.

With no further items for discussion or review, a motion was made by Commissioner
Wright, seconded by Commissioner Parker to adjourn the Special Called Meeting. Motion
unanimously carried.

Regina M. Rosy, Town Clerk Elizabeth B. Mofield, Mayor

Minutes were completed in Minutes were adopted
Draft form on October 27, 2011 November 14, 2011



